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posed to have been written on the return
irom the captivity, and some in the time of
the Maccabees. The twenty-third Psalm, be-
ginning "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall
not want," the most familiar of all the
Psalms, was written by David, and is remi-
niscent of his early life among the sheepfolds.
PSEUDONYM, su'doh nim, a word derived
from the Greek, and meaning a false name,
is the term usually applied to the pen name
of authors, as the name Lewis Carroll, used
by the author of Alice in Wonderland, his
real name being Charles Dodgson; Uncle
Remus, the name which Joel Chandler Har-
ris attached to many of his tales, is also an-
other familiar pseudonym. Nom de plume,
the French for pen name, is frequently used
by the English, but it is not employed by the
French,
PSYCHE, si'ke, in classical mythology, an
exquisitely beautifu1 maiden. Her beauty
aroused the jealousy ot Venus, and that god-
dess instructed her son Cupid to kill Psyche,
or to cause her to fall in love with some ugly
wretch. Cupid went to do his mother's bid-
ding, but himself fell in love with Psyche,
and coming to her in darkness told her of Ms
love and claimed her as his wife. He de-
manded of her a promise that she would never
seek to see his face, and after that came
nightly to be with her. Psyche, aroused to
suspicion by her jealous sisters, one night
lighted a lamp and held it over Cupid while
he slept. The god's beauty gave her a start,
and she spilled a drop of hot oil upon his
shoulder. Cupid arose, reproaching her for
breaking her promise and left her; and Psy-
che, forlorn, wandered far and wide in search
of him.
Venus imposed many cruel tasks upon her,
and Psyche tried to perform them all, hoping
thereby to gain the goddess* help in her quest.
At last, weary and in despair, she sank down
by a roadside and fell asleep. Cupid, pass-
ing by, saw her, and, overwhelmed by Ms love
for her, took her to Olympus and pleaded
with the gods to make her immortal. Psy-
che's appealing beauty touched even Yenus,
and the lovers were reunited. Psyche is
believed to symbolize the heart, Cupid the
soul; and the trials the unhappy mortal was
forced to undergo are but the struggles the
human heart must experience before it at-
tains perfection.
PSYCHOLOGY, si koto jy. Modern psy-
sltology is the science of human nature as it
 shows itself in thoughts and actions. The
word psychology orginally meant the science
of the mind, and in other countries psychol-
ogists still think of it as that—but our
definition is quite common in America.
People have always been interested in
human nature, and have tried to find out
what makes it different from all other kinds
of nature. In the old days philosophers sat
around and made up theories about it, but
with the advent of the scientific age in which
we live, psychologists adopted other ways of
studying—by carefully observing and ex-
perimenting with each other and with babies,
and cats, and imbeciles, and gold fish, and
professors, and monkeys. How soon after
birth can a baby taste anything1? How
quickly can a cat learn how to get out of a
certain cage? What can an imbecile learn
to read? What does a goldfish do in the
dark? Is a male monkey more fond of his
food than he is of a female monkey? What
qualities are necessary in order to be a good
professor? These and a thousand other
questions about abilities and behavior have
engaged the psychologist.
Learning. It is only by trial, by experi-
ment, that we learn anything; and learning
is the one thing that we all do all our lives.
So in the study of psychology, a good start-
ing point is to study how people learn.
All of us are born with certain capacities
to learn. Some of these capacities are purely
physiological and develop at their own rate,
in their own way. This is true, for example,
of the sense of taste. A little baby at first
cannot tell a piece of sugar from a piece
of bitter alum; at least he shows no dif-
ference in facial expression. But gradually
he shows liking for one and disliking for
the other. As the sensitivity of his tongue
develops he learns to distinguish between
different kinds of taste. When we study
taste in grown persons we find that the
front part of the tongue tastes sweet things,
the back of the tongue bitter things, the
edges of the tongue salty things, and so on.
Here we see a type of learning which de-
pends mainly upon the gradual and natural
development of the special senses.
The sense of vision, the ability to see,
develops in a somewhat similar way. At
first only light and dark can be distinguished,
then the reds and greens, then the yellows
and the blues. A tiny baby does not show
any signs of seeing when a colored ball on

